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DAABON generates energy 
from waste

T he company processes wastewater from its extraction 
mill and generates biogas

A company in Colombia began producing clean energy 
to support its ongoing conversion efforts by producing 
methane resulting from treatment of the residual effluents 
in its palm oil extraction mill.

The program is operated by C.I. Tequendama S.A.S., a 
subsidiary of DAABON Group, dedicated to sustainable 
agriculture in the Municipality of Aracataca in the 
Magdalena Region.

Technological infrastructure for the conversion of methane gas to 
electricity in the Tequendama Extraction mill.

Technological infrastructure for the conversion of methane 
gas to electricity in the Tequendama Extraction mill
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

We are and will always be 
part of the construction of 
an inclusive and equitable 
society

T he Daabon Group is a family 
business with a long tradition 
devoted to crop and livestock 

production in constant process of 
growth that involved taking significant 
levels of technological and non-
technological innovation.

We recognize that this has not been 
only a race for success, we have also 
acquired knowledge from difficult 
situations, but we can show with 
satisfaction some milestones in our 
history, that have made us grown us as 
a company, and has provided support 
for the region of which we are part of.

We envisioned a harmonious agriculture 
to our environmental conditions 
and support the conservation of soil 
and water supply, and local organic 
agricultural production systems in 
both oil palm and banana.

Afterwards, we took our chances on the 
possibility of increasing the number of 
formal agricultural jobs and was one 
of the first companies in the palm oil 
sector to abandon the procurement 
through third-party cooperatives, 
mainly to protect our people, with all 
the economic benefits contained by 
our regulation. 

We met the Principles of the Global 
Compact of the United Nations, we 
became signatories and our palm oil 
operations became  the first Colombian 
company to implement a system to 
capture methane gas and cogeneration 
energy from effluents, framing this 
process in the methodology known as 
the Clean Development Mechanism . 
I am happy to announce that we are 
self-providers on electricity therefore 
a very low consumption from the 
national grid.

We bring together more than 25 
different certifications and with 

these we have assumed, willingly, the 
challenge of keeping all our operations 
- production, administrative, 
commercial and social - in the highest 
standards of quality, social equity and 
responsibility to the environment 

I know we have a long way to go 
and this path will be traveled by 
new DAABON generations. What 
I can assure is that we would have 
never thought of achieving these 
goals without the support of my wife 
and five children. Neither would 
have been possible for DAABON 
to grow if not considering that the 
company is reflected as a regional 
asset and therefore, the decisions must 
contribute, in one way or another, to 
set goals that are regionally recognized. 
I know our country and hence, our 
Caribbean Region, will create a more 
just and inclusive society that we will 
be part of.

Contributors
Walter Ritzel

Crop - Asuntos Públicos

Mr. Alberto Davila Diaz Granados - 
Chairman of the Board –DAABON Group
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T he overall process involves 
capturing methane gas produced 

by millions of bacteria that digest 
organic matter from organic rich water 
deposited within an artificial lagoon 
covered by a plastic that prevents the 
input of oxygen.

DAABON generates energy from waste

Methane is driven via pipeline to 
a processing facility that dries and 
removes sulfur, afterwards, gas is 
directed to the generation equipment 
that produces electricity employed 
for both internal consumption and 
commercialization to the energy grid.

“What we do is capture methane 
(greenhouse gas) to prevent its release 
into the atmosphere in order to reduce 
the impact on climate change, and 
generate fuel to for our own energy 
“explained Mr. Manuel Julian Davila 
CEO DAABON Group. 

Current energy production reaches 
1.5 mW hours, but the generators are 
capable of generating up to three. “We 
use 450 kilowatts for our company and 
sell the remaining to national power 
grid” Davila added.

The pioneering initiative in Colombia, 
allows C.I. Tequendama S.A.S to 
move away from the national energy 
manufactured from natural gas and 
coal, translating into annual savings of 
around 800 thousand dollars per year.
“The bottom line: this is a clean 
process” affirmed Mr. Davila.

From pag. 1

Methane is driven via pipeline 
to a processing facility that 
dries and removes sulfur, 

afterwards, gas is directed to 
the generation equipment that 
produces electricity employed 
for both internal consumption 
and commercialization to the 

energy grid.

Invited guests to the inaguration act of the 
cogeneration systems.

CDM infrastructure for methane 
accounting and conversion process.
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Japan Fair Trade Banana volume grows 
by 10% in 2013

D aabon Organic Japan Co. Ltd. 
led a successful transition to 
Biotropico Fair trade bananas 

in 2013.  While overall banana 
shipments grew by 5%, a larger 
percentage of this volume was certified 
fair trade by Biotropico.  Donald 
Nordeng, CEO of Daabon Organic 
Japan said, “Traditionally fair trade 
certifiers have been from importing 
countries mainly to verify that the 
exporting country’s producer was 
being treated fairly.  By contracting 
with Biotropico in Colombia the 
exporting country, we can gain 
additional guarantee from a long term, 
well respected local certifier with local 
knowledge and understanding.  
We have been able to communicate 
this to Japanese buyers and gain their 
understanding.  This puts us on solid 
footing toward the future.  My goal 
is to have all of our bananas certified 

fair trade in 2014 and have the buyers 
be in direct contact with Flotraban in 
order to give them more ownership 
over their contributions.”

UCOOP HONORED BY 
COLOMBIAN AMBASSADOR

Colombian Ambassador Patricia 
Cardenas honored Mr. Shinichi 

Tougu, Chairperson of the Board of 
the Consumer Co-operative Society, 
UCOOP Japan for UCOOPs long 
service in buying and promoting 
Colombian organic and fair trade 
bananas from Santa Marta, Colombia.  
The Ambassador met with Mr. Tougu 
and Donald Nordeng, CEO of Daabon 
Organic Japan Co., Ltd. on October 
29th, 2013 and presented the letter of 
recognition.  

UCOOP ran a special two page 
campaign in December 2013 to 
promote this achievement to its 
members and employees.  The article 
discusses how the fair trade premium 
is allocated, that each banana pack 
contributes approximately 4yen 
(US$0.04) to Flotraban.  UCOOP has 
been the biggest supporter of fair trade 
bananas and is the biggest reason for 
its success in Japan.

The Ambassador met 
with Mr. Tougu and 

Donald Nordeng, CEO of 
Daabon Organic Japan 

Co., Ltd. on October 
29th, 2013 and presented 
the letter of recognition.  

Fairtrade publicity for the DAABON 
bananas in Japan.
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AEON TOP VALUE GREEN EYE OWN BRAND 
GAINS FAIR TRADE 

In June 2013 Aeon Topvalue Co., Ltd. added 
Biotropico to its label and now is one of the largest 
buyers of Colombian Fair trade bananas in Japan.  
Aeon is the leading retailer in Japan, not only in 
sales volume but also in sales dollars.  Aeon is 
also the “greenest” retailer in Japan with extensive 
ISO14001 programs to improve its carbon footprint 
and improve the way it uses resources. 

It can’t be underestimated how important this 
customer is to the business in Japan.  By supplying 
Aeon, we give them a product that is not sold at 
any other major retail chains. 

Aeon is not a new partner, but has signed on 
with the Biotropico Fair trade logo and is a vital 
partner to introduce this certification to Japan. 
We look forward to working with Aeon to expand 
the number of stores where Colombian Fair trade 
bananas are sold.

HOKURIKU COOP LAUNCHES INTO 
DAABON FAIR TRADE BANANA SELLING

From March 2013, Hokuriku Consumers Co-
operative Union began selling Colombian Fair 
Trade Bananas from C.I. La Samaria and Daabon 

Organic Japan.  This is one of two new Fair trade banana 
customers in 2013.
Daabon Organic Japan presented C.I. Samaria’s Fair Trade 
Certified Organic bananas to the to the Hokuriku Consumers 
Co-operative Union in Toyama City on June 25, 2013.

Over 30 members attended at the Toyama Coop Center.  The 
members prepared deep fried bananas, banana cake and banana 
pudding for everyone prior to the event.  After the presentation 
we were able to enjoy these delicacies together and discuss 
informally about the questions they had about Colombian 
Fair Trade Bananas.  Donald Nordeng presented the story of 
Daabon and Daabon Organic Japan and how important the 
Coop’s role is in supporting the Fair Trade partner.

Established in 1995 Hokuriku Coop has approximately 
310,000 members with annual sales of 39 million dollars. The 
Hokuriku region (Hokuriku chihō?, Lit. “Northlands region”) 
is located in the northwestern part of Honshu, the main island 
of Japan. It lies along the Sea of Japan within the Chūbu region. 
The Hokuriku region includes the four prefectures of Ishikawa, 
Fukui, Niigata and Toyama. 
Hokuriku Coop adds to the current network of Coops affiliated 
with Nisseikyo and is important to our efforts to promote fair 
trade bananas in Japan.

FROM COLOMBIA

Hokuriku Coop adds to the current 
network of Coops affiliated with 

Nisseikyo and is important to our efforts 
to promote fair trade bananas in Japan.

The Ambassador of Colombia in Japan, Mrs. Patricia Cardenas, 
Mr. Shinichi Tougu, Chairperson, and Donald Nordeng, CEO of 

Daabon Organic Japan Co., Ltd.

Recognition given to Mr. Shinichi Tougu, Chairperson by 
the Colombian Ambassador in Japan.
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DAABON receives Ibie’s “B.E.S.T. in 
Baking” award for sustainability

O n October 7, 2013, Daabon 
USA received a “Becoming 
Environmentally Sustainable 

Together (B.E.S.T.) in Baking” award 
during the International Baking 
Industry Exposition (IBIE) in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. 

The IBIE is a trade event produced 
by the American Bakers Association 
(ABA) and the Baking Industry 
Suppliers Association (BEMA). The 
show, which occurs only once every 
three years, is highly anticipated in 
the baking industry, bringing together 
more than 20,000 baking professionals 
from all market segments to meet with 
suppliers, attend seminars, see the 
latest technology, and keep up with 
current baking trends.

This year, “as part of a commitment to 
positive transformation in the world, 
the IBIE, together with Bundy Baking 
Solutions and Snack Food & Wholesale 
Bakery, identified sustainability as 
one of the industry’s top priorities.” 
To that end, they developed the 

B.E.S.T. in Baking award program to 
“recognize suppliers that foster energy 
conservation, reduce water usage, a 
decrease in landfill waste, healthy 
living and/or a reduction of the overall 
impact on the environment.”

Of the more than 800 companies 
exhibiting at the show, only a select 
few received the B.E.S.T. in Baking 
award. Mr. Alberto Dávila Abondano 
(Vice President of Marketing, Daabon 
Group) accepted the award on behalf 
of Daabon.

The panel of judges who selected 
this year’s B.E.S.T. in Baking award 
recipients was comprised of baking 
and sustainability experts including 
representatives from Pepperidge 
Farm and The Kroger Company. The 
program’s judging criteria included the 
following categories:
• Reduced greenhouse gas emissions 

(“carbon footprint”)
• Increased use of recyclable 

materials
• Reduced solid waste (landfill)
• Reduced water use
• Efficient energy use (renewable 

energy, energy monitoring, 
innovation)

• Increased corporate responsibility.

Daabon Group has a long history of 
incorporating sustainable business 
practices into all aspects of its production 
processes, including water resource 
management (protocols to monitor 
water quality and consumption, and 
water reuse programs), solid waste 
management (waste flow, collection 
and processing systems), methane 

FROM COLOMBIA

The IBIE is a trade event 
produced by the American 
Bakers Association (ABA) 
and the Baking Industry 
Suppliers Association 

(BEMA). 

DAABON USA Executives receiving the B.E.S.T. award 
in “Environmental sustainability” by the IBIE
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recapture (use of a biological system 
to capture and mitigate more than 3 
million cubic meters of methane to 
date) and preservation of biodiversity 
(contributing to conservation and 
maintaining untouched natural 
areas). 
In addition to the B.E.S.T. in Baking 
Award, Daabon’s products are also 
acknowledged by other third-party 
organizations for their sustainability, 
carrying certificates from the 
Roundtable for Sustainable Palm Oil 
(RSPO) and the Rainforest Alliance, 
a non-governmental organization 
committed to conserving biodiversity.
Daabon’s palm oil products are 
recognized by bakers for their 
numerous nutritional benefits (palm 
oil contains beneficial fatty acids 
and has notable amounts of vitamin 
E) and great taste and baking 
performance. Palm oil is cost-effective 
and resists oxidation and rancidity, 
which extends shelf life and offers the 
same (or better) functionality as oils 
or shortenings that cost more. 

The B.E.S.T. in Baking Award 
acknowledges the efforts of Daabon 
Group’s entire international team-
- the dedication to sustainability, 
innovation and quality is evident 
within every division of Daabon, 
from on-site recycling programs to 

the development of new energy-
saving production techniques. 
These integrated efforts have 
brought Daabon to the forefront of 

30% increased production by 20 % and grew sales 
Caribbean Ecosoap during 2013. Chile and Mexico 
were the largest markets conquered the previous 

year, for soap base and USP Glycerin 

By 2014, the purpose is to maintain this growth trend, 
through mounting a production of finished soap, 
with capacity to process 15 thousand tons per year, a 
production of glycerin USP, which will deliver 2000 tons 
per month and construction physical plant of edible oils, 
palm kernel and soya, with a production capacity of 
350,000 tons / year of RBD.

Thus, Caribbean making plans to consolidate its existing 
and new organic and conventional RSPO, Kosher, 
Rainforest Alliance Soap base and Glycerin.

sustainability and it is a tremendous 
honor to be recognized on an 
international scale by the IBIE baking 
community.

In 2014 Caribbean Eco Soap
prepares to start a new plant 

The use of products of the palm oil extraction mill for 
composting, used as soil amendment.

New equipment installed in the plant soap to 
preserve the safety of its products.

By Efraín Daza González - General Manager 
Caribbean Eco soap
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I n July 2013, DAABON Group, 
some of the world’s most prominent 
NGOs and other leading palm oil 

producers announced a cutting-edge 
initiative – the Palm Oil Innovation 
Group (POIG). 

On the NGO side, the signatories to 
the charter are real heavy-weights: 
Greenpeace, WWF and the Rainforest 
Action Network (RAN), as well as the 
social grassroots NGO Forest Peoples’ 
Programme (FPP). The companies 
involved are DAABON (Colombia), 
Agropalma (Brazil), New Britain Palm 
Oil (PNG-based). Sadly, no Malaysian 
companies have signed up – leaving 
out the world’s second-largest palm oil 
producer country.

The initiative is based around 
a detailed charter, which adds 
significantly to existing best practice 
and to the Roundtable on Sustainable 
Palm Oil (RSPO standard). The most 
significant commitment is probably 

DAABON Group joining international NGO’s 
among other palm oil companies to launch 
new leadership initiative

the goal of breaking the link between 
palm oil expansion and deforestation 
– an issue where the RSPO has often 
been criticised of being too weak. 
Accountability and transparency is 
also given a prominent boost in the 
charter - POIG companies commit to 
regular sustainability reporting, GHG 
and water accountability as well as 
effective means to counter bribery 
and corruption. Such increased 
transparency is sorely needed in an 
industry where much sustainability 
innovation is taking place, but where 
less than 10 companies produce 

GRI reports to account for their 
performance and improvements.
Our sustainability director Felipe 
Guerrero says, “We are very proud to 
be working together with the NGO’s 
and the palm oil producer in our 
determination to draw a vision of 
what real responsible palm oil should 
look like: protection of forests, peat 
lands, respecting the rights of local 
communities. We are delighted that 
consumers have a now a more clear 
choice to purchase sustainable palm 
oil”. 

The UK positive growth towards 
meeting 

its sustainability target by 2015
 
More than half of palm oil imported 
into the UK to be used in products 
such as cosmetics, food and fuel now 
comes from sustainable certified 
sources, marking a step forward for the 
government’s commitment to use only 
sustainable palm oil by 2015.

The initiative is based 
around a detailed charter, 
which adds significantly 
to existing best practice 
and to the Roundtable 

on Sustainable Palm Oil 
(RSPO standard). 

weed control at nursery level in the Tequendama farm, 
done mechanically, without the use of chemicals.
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According to a new report  by DEFRA 
(The Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs), the proportion 
of sustainable palm oil coming into 
Britain has more than doubled since 
2009, when it stood at 24 per cent.

The government and a number of big 
businesses last year pledged to phase 
out the use of unsustainable palm 
oil, which has been widely blamed 
for driving deforestation in Asia and 
the destruction of habitats for orang-
utans, as well as the development of a 
monoculture that can lead to further 
loss of biodiversity.

“Defra’s annual review of palm oil use, 
carried out by CPET, shows that by the 
end of 2012, between 52 per cent and 
60 per cent of palm oil was certified 
by the Round Table on Sustainable 
Palm Oil (RSPO). Depending on the 
trade data used, the figures show that 
between 35 per cent and 41 per cent 
of UK palm oil is from segregated and 
mass balance certified sustainable 
palm oil plantations. Meanwhile, 

another 16 per cent to 19 per cent 
comes from UK companies’ purchases 
of GreenPalm certificates.

Defra today said more UK businesses 
and charities have signed up to the 2015 
pledge, including 200 from the British 
and Irish Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums. Moreover, from December 
2014 all food ingredients labels will be 
required to specify when palm oil is 
included.” (http://www.businessgreen.
com/digital_assets/7255/defra_2012_
palm_oil_report.pdf )

DAABON Group is delighted of its 
contribution towards the targets in the 
UK, all the oil exported by the Group to 
the UK comes from DAABON’S small 
holders projects and counts with full 
accreditations: Ecocert organic, RSPO 
identity preserved and Rainforest 
Alliance for palm. “We are determine 
to continue setting an example to palm 
oil producers, and to join synergies with 
all the stakeholders that believe, palm 
oil can be produced in a sustainability 
manner”, says Manuel Davila CEO of 
DAABON Group.

“Defra’s annual 
review of palm oil 
use, carried out by 
CPET, shows that 

by the end of 2012, 
between 52 per cent 
and 60 per cent of 

palm oil was certified 
by the Round Table 

on Sustainable Palm 
Oil (RSPO).

Cotudo Monkey (Alouatta seniculus) inhabiting protected 
areas of the DAABON.palm plantations 

DAABON Group joining international NGO’s...
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DAABON, 100% sustainable 
according to the wwf scorecard

O nly 29 of the 92 producers who are part of this 
organization have fixed a time bound schedule 
for certification of their contracted smallholders.

DAABON, the only Colombian affiliate to the 
Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) which 
meets all the requirements to be 100% sustainable, 
according to an analysis brought forward by WWF on 
92 member producers. 

Amongst the criteria for analysis WWF took into 
account, as a prevailing item, the percentage of 
certification delivered by RSPO, how far along in the 
process is the company and  if public certification goals 
have been met. 
. Only 29 of the 92 producers that are part of this 
organization have a fixed time that includes their 
smallholders. The recognition made by WWF foundation 
to a Colombian company stimulates the agro-industrial 
progress of the country.
 
The assessment made to producers affiliated to RSPO 
sets new industry standards on sustainability and a 
real commitment on the way to 100% segregated oil. 
Companies from countries like Brasil and Papua New 
Guinea are also committed to this process.

Iguana living in protected areas of the 
DAABON palm plantations 

Sundungo Bear (Mexican tamandua) inhabiting protected 
areas of the DAABON palm plantations 
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Palm oil: better nutrition and 
preservation of the environment

T he nutritional benefits of 
palm oil and palm kernel oil, 
because of its high content of 

antioxidants and the ability of its 
fatty acids to control levels harmful to 
human health cholesterol, were exalted 
in the international conference on 
human nutrition , organized in Paris at 
the end of the year,

The event, which generated very 
positive reactions to the consumption 
of our product, with the participation 
of such prominent researchers as 
Dr. Philippe Legrand , Researcher 
Agrocampus of Rennes (France ), Jean 
-Michel Lecerf , expert lipids Pasteur 
Institute Lille (France ) , and Gerard 
Hornstra , educational researcher at the 
University of Maastricht (Netherlands 
) .

If you add to these features, how oil 
palm yield is ten times that of other 
oilseeds, such as soybean, sunflower 
and rapeseed, , the benefits of palm 
oil are not only for human health but 
to ecosystems in which plantations are 
established.

If we make some related land availability 
to meet oil demand estimates, we have, 
global consumption, growing from 5 to 
6 million tons per year, requires about 
15 million hectares of seed to become 
established before or just above 1.5 
million hectares of palm. Whereas 
a period of ten years, we need 150 
million hectares of soybean, sunflower 

and rapeseed or only 15 million 
hectares of palm.

Under these estimates, only for the 
period 2014-2024 for palm oil our 
dear planet will save 135 million 
hectares. That is the equivalent of two 
and a half times the size of France.

Organic palm fruit

Organic palm oil Shortening for 
human consumption.
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Seeking to strengthen its presence in the international market for organic 
and sustainable products and its commitment to 100% sourcing 
of sustainable products; C. I. Tequendama SAS is in the process of 

increasing its current volume of certified organic palm oil , RSPO and 
Rainforest Alliance , through encouraging and accompanying certification 
processes for third party providers.

The new farms have been providers for over ten years; they made the 
commitment to join Tequendama standards. Product of a large effort 
involving education, training , consulting and process standardization, 
Palmares del Caribe (La Maria) became the first company (apart from small 
producers alliance, which received certification four years ago) , to receive 
certificates RSPO and Rainforest Alliance.

It is expected that during the first half of this year, the same supplier to 
achieve certification as an organic producer, which not only aims to increase 
sales volumes ,but help to position Colombia as oil environmentally 
sustainable and socially responsible product

C. I. Tequendama SAS – 
Increases the amount of 
certified organic, rspo and 
rainforest alliance palm oil

The new farms have 
been providers for 

over ten years; they 
made the commitment 

to join Tequendama 
standards. 

Process of gathering the fruits of palm oil in the 
Tequendama Extraction mill
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A s a strategy to strengthen and 
evidence, over and beyond, the 
requirements of the Roundtable 

on Sustainable Palm (RSPO), 
DAABON Group became a  founding 
member of the Palm Oil Innovation 
Group ( POIG) .

Considering that the new standards of 
the RSPO, approved in Kuala Lumpur 
by the General Assembly in April 
2013, are not considered stringent 
enough to address critical issues facing 
the industry, the POIG organizing 
committee made the following joint 
statement in the meeting of the 
Tropical Forest Alliance (TFA) in 
Jakarta.

The palm oil industry has suffered 
from a bad reputation from its 
association with forest destruction 
and exploitation. We are building a 
strong case that palm oil does not 
need to be linked to forest destruction 
and exploitation. From producers and 
traders, through to palm oil consumers, 
we are creating an approach that can 
be replicated across the industry, 
and which will increase demand for 
responsible palm oil. 

Our intention is to build on the 
RSPO’s standards and commitments 

DAABON supports higher 
sustainability standards
Palm oil innovation group is created (POIG)

by demonstrating innovation and 
encouraging producers, NGOs and 
other stakeholders to support and 
sign onto the charter. Together, we will 
explore ways to increase the market 
demand for traceable and responsible 

The palm oil industry 
has suffered from a 
bad reputation from 
its association with 

forest destruction and 
exploitation.

palm oil products, and engage with 
governments and the industry to 
make this a reality.”

The POIG aims to expand 
commitments of the RSPO, showing 
innovation to implement existing 
standards and competent additional 
critical issues. With a focus on three 
thematic areas of environmental 
responsibility, partnership with 
communities and corporate integrity, 
POIG members strengthen their 
commitment to social production 
of palm oil and environmentally 
responsible.

Use of solid and liquid waste products from the process 
of extracting palm oil in the production of fertilizers.

Application of organic fertilizers, 
compost obtained.
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Exitosos modelos de responsabilidad social 
empresarial en el Magdalena

L a presencia de las empresas 
DAABON en las regiones 
colombianas representa la 

posibilidad de que muchas familias se 
vean beneficiadas con sus programas 
sociales y esto, a su vez, represente un 
punto de apoyo para la superación de 
los niveles de pobreza.

El planteamiento de Responsabilidad 
Social Empresarial de DAABON se 
identifica con la posibilidad de articular 
a su red de proveedores, pequeñas 
unidades productivas conformadas, 
principalmente por mujeres que, en 
su mayoría, son habitantes de zonas 
vecinas a las unidades de producción o 
son esposas de trabajados vinculados a 
sus empresas.  

En aquellos en que, las mujeres 
prefieren desarrollar actividades 
que no son afines con las cadenas 
productivas de las empresas, el equipo 
de acompañamiento social brinda 
su apoyo para que ellas reciban la 
capacitación que desean, con la 
orientación mercantil necesaria para 
que puedan ingresar a cualquier otro 
segmento de la producción.

Para DAABON, ser una empresa 

socialmente responsable también 
implica evitar los impactos ambientales 
no deseables, como son los causados 
por la generación de efluentes y la 
emisión de gases efecto invernadero.  
De ahí su decisión de ser la primera 
empresa palmera colombiana en 
implementar un proyecto  de captura 
de metano y cogeneración de energía, a 
partir del agua residual de sus procesos 
productivos, en el  marco de lo que la 
Organización de las Naciones Unidas 
han definido como Mecanismo de 
Desarrollo Limpio.

Hoy, la empresa goza de un 
autoabastecimiento energético del cien 
por ciento en su planta de extracción y 
área administrativas; además de haber 
disminuido en un cincuenta por ciento 
el empleo de agua captada de fuentes 
naturales, al utilizar sus propios 
efluentes para el riego a la plantación. 

El Señor Manuel Julián Dávila 
Abondano, Presidente Ejecutivo 
del Grupo DAABON reflexiona en 
torno a los esfuerzos en materia de 
responsabilidad social y dice: “La 

Women benefited from the microenterprise programs 
sponsored by C.I. Tequendama S.A.S.

Engine and electrical control rooms for 
cogeneration system in CI Tequendama.
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W ith the support of the Solidaridad Foundation of the Dutch 
government, a training process that allowed teenagers from 
the neighboring Municipalities of Aracataca, El Reten and 

Fundacion, receive the certificate of Promoters of Principles & Criteria 
of the RPSO. Most of them are from families of small producers of palm. 
This new training and ability has created a market for them be hired 
or support certification processes in companies who want certified, 
enabling them to contribute to, as applicable,  to the certification of 
their family production unit.

RSPO P&C promoters formed

Youth in the region, graduated as promoters for the 
implementation of the RSPO certification.

Mr. Walter Ritzel handing out 
diplomas to the group of developers.

Young Graduates, showing their diplomas, certifying 
them as promoter of the RSPO certification.
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FROM COLOMBIA

E nd of 2013 was a time of recognition 
for Don Alberto Dávila Diazgranados 
DAABON Chairman of the Corporate 

Board. His tenure as an entrepreneur and as a 
manager of economic and social growth in the 
region was highlighted in two major events:

Award of Merit – Worth full Businessman

For a lifetime devoted to agribusiness, Don 
Alberto Dávila Diazgranados was awarded the 
prize in the category of Meritorious Business in 
the Third Version of the Merit Awards, organized 
by the Simon Bolivar University in recognition 
of the contribution to our company and the 
productive and commercial transformation of 
the Department of Magdalena .

The Award of Merit is an annual survey 
conducted exalt the work of people whose 
business career is a model for new entrepreneurs 
in the Colombian Caribbean region

Life and business work

The Hoy Diario del Magdalena, one of the most 
influential media in the region, granted the award 
Life and Business Development. At that same 
ceremony were awarded the Minister of Mines 
and Energy, Amilkar Acosta Medina, among 
other men and women who have contributed 
their efforts to building our society Colombian 
Caribbean

Region offers its appreciation to 
Don Alberto Davila Díaz Granados

Influential people of the Colombian Caribbean in the event of award.

Don Alberto Davila Diaz Granados receives from 
Dr. Amilcar Acosta, Ministry of Minery and Energy, 

the award on  business merit

Don Alberto Dávila and his wife, Carmen Abondano times 
receiving the Award - Life and Business Development.


